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at various places along the seaboard and were not united.
The armies of the North and of the Ardennes, though kept
separate in their staffs, were yet under the command of one
general; they formed the largest and best equipped body of
troops under arms, who, having been constantly on active
service for more than a year, had become excellent soldiers,
and were the especial charge of Carnot. Next to them upon
the frontier towards the south came in succession the armies
of the Moselle and of the Rhine, which were in October, 1793,
still kept separate, though soon to be joined together. Then
came the weak army of the Alps, which occupied Savoy and
kept guard towards Switzerland and Piedmont, and still
further south the army of Italy, a fine body of men, which
had been largely reinforced for the siege of Toulon. The
remaining armies were those of the Eastern and Western
Pyrenees, cantoned at each end of that range of mountains.

Of these armies the largest was that of the North and of
the Ardennes joined, which had won the victories of Hond-
schoten and Wattignies, and had driven the English and
Austrians out of France in October, 1793,1 and which still re-
mained in the following month under the command of Jourdan,
the future Marshal of Napoleon. Jean Baptiste Jourdan was
the son of a surgeon, and was born at Limoges in 1762. His
father died in 1777, and he was sent to Lyons, where his uncle,
a silk merchant, tried to bring him up to his own business.
But the boy did not like commerce, and ran away in 1778 and
enlisted in the Regiment of Auxerre His regiment was at once
ordered to America, and he served there in the American war
of Independence until 1784. He then left the army and set
up a draper's shop in the Rue des Taules at Limoges, as his
uncle refused to help him, At the commencement of the
Revolution, Jourdan was a happy and prosperous bourgeois,
and had a profound disdain for politics; but his services as an
old soldier were known to his fellow-citizens, and he was in
consequence elected a lieutenant of the chasseurs, or corps
d'elite, established in his native city in connection with the
1 Yol. ii. p, 255,